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Happy New Year

January Program Will Feature Historical Marker Information

Make plans to attend the January 19th general meeting of the Irving Heritage Society. This meeting will be at 7:00 pm at the Irving Public Library, 801 West Irving Boulevard.  Senior Archivist Kevin Kendro and Jan Hart will present a program entitled “Historical Markers A to Z.”  Both Kevin and Jan are extremely knowledgeable in this area and will provide an interesting program.     

The meeting will be in the library’s auditorium, and refreshments will be served.  Come and bring a friend!

________________________________________________________________

Anniversaries to be Observed

Throughout 2012 the City of Irving, the Irving Heritage Society, and the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce will hold celebrations marking the 100th anniversary of  the Heritage House and the 80th anniversary of the chamber. This year-long celebration began at the Heritage House on December 4th.

President Mary Moorman had appointed co-chairmen Mary Oberlin (a past president of the Heritage Board) and Chris Wallace (the Heritage Board’s president elect), and they worked with various committees.  

The December 4th reception was a huge success, and appreciation goes to Barbara Terrill, Jean Werry, Velma Edwin, and Diann Contestabile.  Also, thanks to Marvin Randle for the use of his audio equipment and to Plymouth Park United Methodist Church for the use of its podium. Thanks to Dr. Clay Gilbert for the background music.  Special appreciation to all of the members who helped make the event outstanding.  

State Representatives Linda Harper-Brown and Rodney Anderson presented a resolution making the 100 years official.  Mayor Beth Van Duyne, Councilmen Gerald Farris, Roy Santoscoy, and Michael Gallaway represented the city.  Also attending were Chamber President JoAnn Goin, and Fire Chief and Mrs. Molina. We also welcomed Dallas County Historical Commission President Ann Spillman and Catherine Schulze’s nephew and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Terry Earle.

Commemorative bookmarks were presented to each guest.  

Recognition of Sponsors

Thanks to the following 100th Anniversary Irving Heritage House event sponsors:      They include AT&T, Glory House Catering, Joe’s Coffee Shop, FastSigns Irving/Las Colinas, Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce, Anne and Wayne Pfaff, and Waldrum Signs.

Commemorative Items for Sale

Tote bags with a drawing of the Heritage House on the front and brass keepsakes are available at $10.00 each.  Call 972-252-3838 to order one.
Special Auction of Treasures and Oddities

Held on November 10


The following information is lifted directly from an e-mail sent out by Mary Higbie.  


“It was a great event and there are so many people to thank for their help with the 3rd Annual Silent Auction.  There were all the many people who met for several weeks to develop the plans.  Thanks to Mary Moorman for her detailed listing of the collection of plates, Phil Lowe for his help with the pricing, and the many people who arrived to move all of the things up to the La Cima Club – Oscar and Kaye Ward, Tom and Patty Caperton, Dan and Mary McKay, Velma Edwin, Barbara Terrill, Sigrid Canto, Regina and George Story.  Some of the same people helped take items back to the museum afterwards.  Thanks to Dan Matkin for helping to tally the amounts, Diane Mannon for taking the cash money and Terry Brawand for managing the credit cards.  


Thanks to the following greeters:  Jearlene Miller, Cindy Santoscoy, Janice Carroll, Eleanor Bell, Sue Huffman, Anne Pfaff, Pam Engman, Sonja Watkins and Jay, Mark Baland and Brenda Clark, Dorothy Henry, the Waterburys, Virginia and Jim Meler, Michael McPhail, Stacey Martin, and Trudy Smith.  I am sure I have forgotten someone, but I say thanks to all.  Patty Caperton performed a magnificent job listing items.  Joy Pike Goodrum worked hard and stayed until the very end.


The major thanks goes to Kathy Howard.  She is always calm, thinks of those small details, and is enthusiastic about each item.  She is already figuring out how to do it better next year.


We thank the many donors and the many buyers.  You helped us make over $3,000.00.”


Those are Mary’s words, but she failed to say thank you to herself.  She worked tirelessly.  We are so grateful to her for her work with the Heritage Society.  We say, “Many, many thanks, Mary.”

Notable News Items

· Through the efforts of Janice Carroll and her committee, three beautiful new rugs have taken the place of worn ones in Heritage House.  These rugs fit into the style of the 100 year old house and were admired at the December reception.  

· There were 13 Heritage Society members who served over 1300  hours as volunteers at the Art Center’s Genghis Khan exhibit.  The exhibition ran from June 1 – October 2.  Attendees marveled at the scope of the display.

· The State of the City dinner is scheduled for January 31 at the Convention Center.  It will be hosted by the Greater Irving Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.  The video on the Heritage House will be premiered that evening, and Mayor Beth Van Duyne will give the State of the City address.  A reception will take place at 6:00 pm, followed by dinner at 7:00 pm.  Tickets are $100.00 and are available through the Chamber.  Call 214-217-8484 for more information and reservations.
· The annual Vintage Valentine Tea is scheduled for February 12, Sunday,  from 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm at the Heritage House, 303 South O’Connor Road.  This tea is symbolic of the 1914 housewarming party given by C. P. Schulze and his wife Virginia.  Refreshments are patterned after the servings of that day in 1914.  This event is free and open to the public.  The invitation and a reproduction of the newspaper article are attached to this newsletter.   A one-day postal cancellation is available.  Purchase a special cachet envelope or bring your own.  For more information, call 972-252-3838. 

· Joy Pike Goodrum is now third vice-president (projects) replacing Sonja Watkins.  Thanks to Sonja for her past service.

· Taking Joy’s place as a director on the board is Jo-Ann Bresowar.  Welcome!

· Patty Caperton has announced that there will be a general meeting on March 22 at the central library auditorium.  Susan Hyde, a former Irving resident, has written a book, A Listing Wind, with the setting in Cooper, Texas.  This book involves a murder mystery, and since your editor is from Cooper, she is looking forward to 7:00 pm on March 22.  Mark your calendars!

· April will bring the 8th annual fish fry.  This event will be held in Heritage Park, 217 Main Street on April 20, 5:00 pm-8:00 pm.  Tickets will be available in March. For more information, e-mail irvingheritagesociety@yahoo.com. 

April will also bring Celebrating Irving:  The City and The Man which is the major title that encompasses the month long activities.  Among these activities will be the Irving Trivia, online quiz, family movie matinee, and special exhibits.  Honoring Women of Irving’s History program will be on the schedule, and new this year will be “Ten Best Things About Irving.”  Esther Hurwitz will be the woman honored this year.  For those of you who remember Mrs. Hurwitz, you can verify that she was adamant that Irving have a library.  From the beginning in an old wooden house to the sleek and up-to-date libraries we have now, Irving has come a long way in the literary and information highways.

Welcome to new members:  JoAnn Goin, Dava Adams, and Teresa Mogavero.

Memorials will be listed in the next edition of Whistle Stop.

Don’t forget the web site:  www.irvingheritage.com. 
